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W e  a r e  a  c h u r c h  c o m m u n i t y  r o o t e d  i n  A n g l i c a n  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  
c o m m i t t e d  t o  s h a r i n g  t h e  G o s p e l  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  t h r o u g h  f a i t h ,  

p r a y e r ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And remember I 
am with you always to the end of the age.”  Mt 28:18-20 

Happy New Year One and All!  What would you wish for St. John’s this year?  I would love to hear 
your response.  

This past year has been a time of revelation for me as I have prayed for and asked your prayers for 
direction:  where should we at St. John’s concentrate our ministry.  What type of service does God 
call St. John’s parish to provide?  How do we take the good news of Christ’s healing love and 
redemption into the world?  The ‘Great Commission’ from Matthew, quoted above, tells us our 
mission.   The verses of Mt. 25:34-40 that tell us we serve Christ when we provide food and clothes 
for those in need, when we attend to those who are ill or imprisoned, when we provide hospitality 
for strangers.  

We at St. John’s are fortunate to have a beautiful sanctuary; a church rich in history and rich in 
members who come out of desire to love and serve our Lord.  This year, then, let us focus on our 
outreach, our attempts to bring Christ’s love and healing to a hurting world.  I will ask the vestry to 
concentrate on increasing our level of giving to the community and the world from our budget.  This 
past year, the vestry decided to ‘adopt’ Faith Hope and Charity as our main focus of outreach.  That 
doesn’t mean that we will change our outreach to other organizations in Marlin.  It just means that 
we will do our best to stay in touch with Shirley King and understand the needs of this group.  And I 
hope we, as members, can help by our participation as well as our financial support.  As I write, 
Shirley is looking for mentors for children who have requested them.  She has 46 requests!  Could 
you help?

ECW responded to Shirley King’s request to provide Christmas to a family in need.  There is an 
article about this outreach in this newsletter.  It was a time of receiving more than was given; as 
such outreach always is.

May we, the community of St. John’s, Marlin, resolve to strengthen our faith and grow in spirit 
together in 2008; and may we truly respond to God’s call for our time and treasure.  Blessings to all, 
Rev. Judy 




